190                              MODERN" TURKEY

1900 has published measured drawings of buildings of
the Roman period at Amman (Philadelphia), Bosra,
Kanawat (Kanatha) and a large number of less impor-
tant sites. Scholars of many nations, French, British,
Germans, Austrians and Americans have traveled
through Syria in search of inscriptions in Greek and
Latin, and in five or sis Semitic languages, and thou-
sands of these written records have been published. But
all this is only the smallest kind of a beginning in com-
parison with the work that is to be done for history and
archaeology even in these known localities. Dig any-
where in, Syria and you will discover something of
archaeological interest.

The desert, too, is full of ruins of this important period,
and the extent of Syria which is now deserted, but which
was once fertile, seems limitless. The American and the
Princeton expeditions have done the most extensive work
of desert exploration. It is interesting to compare the
present maps of Syria, with their large blank spaces with
an ancient map discovered years ago and called after the
finder, the Tabula Pentingeriana, a map made up in
the fourth century after Christ from older materials, and
showing the principal roads of the Roman Empire. One
may easily make a scale of Eoman miles, and apply it to
the roads and places which are known, and will be aston-
ished at the accuracy of the old measurements. From
this we know the ancient names and the positions of
ancient towns which foreign eyes have not beheld for
almost fifteen hundred years.

The period known as early Christian is "better repre-
sented in the archaeological monuments of Syria than in
those of any other part of the world that adopted the
Christian faith at an early date. Some of the settled
parts of the country possess important buildings of the
period, like the Basilica which St. Helena built above
the Manger of Bethlehem; but the desert, though barren